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Prost! Gold Coast brewer wins Australia’s best beer 

A Gold Coast brewery has won the title of Australia’s best beer at the Royal Queensland Food and Wine 

Show (RQFWS) Beer Awards at the Brisbane Showgrounds today, with a classic German beer.    

The Burleigh Bock by Burleigh Brewing Company beat more than 300 entries to claim the title of Grand 

Champion Beer and a $5,000 education bursary.  

RQFWS Beer Advisory Group member and judge Steve Henderson said the beer fit the style description 

perfectly.  

“When you taste a beer that fits the style so well it has finesse and it truly is something very special,” he 

said.   

“This strong style German beer was fantastically malty and had great complexity of flavour.”  

These awards form part of the RNA’s prestigious RQFWS national competitions which reward and 

recognise the best of the best in beer; wine; branded beef; branded lamb; ice cream, gelato and sorbet; 

and cheese and dairy.  

Meanwhile a Belgian Mocha Stout by Bacchus Brewing Company in Brisbane won Champion Beer 

Utilising Desalinated Water supported by Seqwater, picking up a $10,000 education bursary.  

The brewing company, based in Capalaba, beat 36 other entries with their rich coffee stout balanced 

with chocolate.   

Mr Henderson said he was surprised to see four of the 14 gold medals awarded to desalinated beers. 

“It’s very unusual for brewers to use desalinated water, so to have four gold medals among the 

desalinated entries is impressive and really says something about how important water is in brewing.”  

A total of 344 beers from 48 breweries were entered in the competition, with the judges impressed by 

the quality.   

“Most entries came from south-east Queensland and the overall standard was high,” Mr Henderson 

said.   

“This speaks highly of the local brewing scene and shows how far it has come since the Royal 

Queensland Food and Wine Show last held this competition five years ago.”  

Below are the 2019 Trophy winners. The full results catalogue is now available at www.rqfws.com.au  

2019 TROPHY AWARD WINNERS  
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CHAMPION PALE ALE SUPPORTED BY BARRETT BURSTON MALTING      

HORNET IPA (DRAUGHT), Black Hops Brewing 

CHAMPION HYBRID BEER 

OAKED XPA (DRAUGHT), Ballistic Beer Company 

CHAMPION LAGER 

LOVEDALE LAGER (DRAUGHT), Sydney Brewery 

CHAMPION INDIA PALE ALE SUPPORTED BY FDB COMMERCIAL INTERIOR  

CODE RED (PACKAGED), Black Hops Brewing 

CHAMPION EUROPEAN-STYLE ALE 

KRISTAL WEIZEN (DRAUGHT), White Lies Brewing Company 

 

CHAMPION SESSION BEER 

BALTER CAPTAIN SENSIBLE (PACKAGED), Balter Brewing 

CHAMPION STRONG BEER 

BURLEIGH BOCK (DRAUGHT), Burleigh Brewing Company 

CHAMPION MIXED CULTURE BEER 

RASPBERRY SOUR (DRAUGHT), White Lies Brewing Company 

CHAMPION BEER UTILISING DESALINATED WATER SUPPORTED BY SEQWATER  

BELGIAN MOCHA STOUT (DRAUGHT), Bacchus Brewing Company 

CHAMPION QUEENSLAND BREWERY SUPPORTED BY CRYER MALT  

BLACK HOPS BREWING 

CHAMPION BREWERY 

BLACK HOPS BREWING 

GRAND CHAMPION BEER (Australia’s best beer)  

BURLEIGH BOCK (DRAUGHT), Burleigh Brewing Company 

 

Don’t forget to follow us on social media @rqfws  

 

 

MEDIA ENQUIRIES: 

Veronica Carew 

General Manager Communications  

Ph: 07 3253 3930/ 0408 323 631  

Nicole Clifton  

Media and Communications Officer 

Ph: 07 3253 3931/ 0417 451 775 

https://twitter.com/rqfws
https://www.facebook.com/QldFoodWineShow
https://instagram.com/rqfws/
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Email: vcarew@rna.org.au    Email: nclifton@rna.org.au  
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